
As the world of business intelligence continues to evolve, many organizations are 

contemplating a shift from Qlik to Power BI to meet their data visualization and reporting 

requirements. While both platforms have their own unique strengths, migrating from one 

to the other is not without its difficulties. In this article, we'll delve into some of the primary 

hurdles encountered during the migration process and offer solutions to overcome them. 

Converting Data Models 

Challenge: Qlik and Power BI employ different data modeling techniques, making it 

challenging to directly transfer data models between the platforms. 

Solution: To tackle this issue, carry out an in-depth analysis of your Qlik data model and 

rebuild it in Power BI using its data modeling tools. Although this may necessitate some 

trial and error, investing time in constructing a solid data model will yield long-term 

benefits. 

Adapting Scripting Languages 

Challenge: Qlik's scripting language, Qlik Script (QVS), is not directly compatible with 

Power BI's DAX and M language. 

Solution: Pinpoint the essential components of your QVS scripts and translate them into 

equivalent DAX or M expressions. Be ready to devote time to learning the new languages 

and modifying your existing scripts to fit Power BI's ecosystem. 

Redesigning Visualizations and Dashboards 

Challenge: Qlik and Power BI each have unique visualization libraries and design principles, 

which means your current Qlik dashboards may not be directly transferable to Power BI. 

Solution: Redesign your dashboards in Power BI utilizing its native visualizations and 

design principles. This might entail reimagining your layout and adopting new 

visualizations to effectively convey the insights gleaned from your data. 

Optimizing Performance 

Challenge: Power BI might handle large datasets differently than Qlik, which could result in 

performance issues. 

Solution: Enhance your data model and DAX expressions in Power BI for improved 

performance. This could involve reducing your data's granularity, making use of 

aggregations, and wisely employing calculated columns. 

Managing Change 

Challenge: Switching to a new BI platform can prove challenging for end-users, who must 

learn new tools, adapt to a new interface, and embrace new workflows. 



Solution: Create a comprehensive change management plan that encompasses training, 

communication, and ongoing support for end-users. This approach will help ease the 

transition and guarantee a successful adoption of Power BI. 

Transitioning from Qlik to Power BI can be a complicated endeavor, but with careful 

planning, a deep comprehension of both platforms, and a dedication to change 

management, organizations can successfully complete the transition and enjoy the 

advantages of a modern, robust BI platform. 

 


