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Chapter I – Hello QlikView!

The objective of this chapter is to show you how to quickly build your first QV

App. The idea is to show you through a simple example the basic operations

needed to become acquainted and quickly operational with QlikView.

In essence we would like this to be the equivalent of a “Hello World” program for

QlikView.

Opening QlikView for the first time

The first time you launch QlikView you will landing on the following page:

It’s a simple startup page. The most interesting part is at the bottom. Scrolling

down you will find quite a few examples of QlikView applications. These apps

are an excellent start for you to begin to explore what you can do with QlikView.
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Once you will become more proficient with QlikView development, they will

also become a very good source from where to “borrow” some code. We won’t be

analyzing those examples here, but we strongly suggest you to have a look at

them.

On the left side of the startup page you will find some navigation links. Feel free

to explore them, but they are won’t be needed in these first steps. They will

become more useful once you will have spent more time on QlikView and built

some apps. The only one that will probably be useful immediately is the last one,

Resources, which contains some quick links toward the QlikView Community

and the QlikView site.

Install data sources

In case you haven’t done it yet, install the package we have prepared containing

some ready-made data sources that we will be using throughout the book.

Just follow the instructions contained in the README.txt file. At the end of the

installation you will have created a folder named Hello QlikView on your C or D

drive. This is a mandatory step if you want to follow the examples in the book.
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Building your first QlikView Application

So how do we go on about this? Let’s create a new document by simply clicking

on the “New document” icon or alternatively via the menu File->New

Step 1

You will be greeted by the following wizard:

This wizard will help us loading some data from an Excel file that we have

prepared for this exercise.

Let’s click on the Browse button and let’s navigate on the D drive where you

should have installed our Hello QlikView directory (or another location if you
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Chapter II: Loading data from different
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Chapter II – Loading data from different data sources

In the previous chapter we created our first Qlikview application Hello Qlikview

which was based on one data table. In this chapter we will develop a more real

life application using the following types of data sources:

 MS Access Database
 Excel
 Text file
 In-Line table

The data sources are based on the Northwind MS Access database which is the

example database supplied with MS Access.

All the source files used in the next chapter can be found in the data package you

received when you purchased the book. The files should be located in the Hello

QlikView directory (or another location if you chose to install the package on a

different one).

Just follow the instructions contained in the Readme.txt file. At the end of the

installation you will have created a folder named Hello QlikView on your C or D

drive.
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First Step – Create new QV Application

Create a new document by simply clicking on the New document icon or

alternatively via the menu File->New

Location of source files

In our example we will use the same directory structure as described for the

Hello Qlikview.qvw example in the previous chapter.

We recommend that you save the file immediately. Save it into the same

directory as the Hello QlikView developed in the previous chapter and name the

new file QV Application.qvw. The directory data contains all the source files

required for this chapter.
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Loading Access DB

Click on the Edit Script button or via the menu File->Edit Script

At the bottom of the Edit Script dialog, you see the following section:

In the Database drop down box, select OLE DB. Also tick on Relative Paths.

This indicates that the data sources are located in the directory relative to the

location of the Qlikview application. Click on the Connect button.
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Select Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider then Next
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Chapter IV: Front-end Designer Basics

in QlikView
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Chapter IV: Front-end Designer Basics in QlikView

In the previous chapters you were introduced to the concepts of scripting and

data loading in QlikView. This chapter will focus on how we can actually

visualize this data into dashboards for analysis.

QlikView provides the front-end user with a number of options to design the

appropriate view for the target audience. Opening a new file will automatically

show a blank Sheet called Main.

Sheets are the basis of the front-end design, the canvas on which the QlikView

front-end designer can start the design of a dashboard. You can add a sheet or

move the order of your sheets with the short-cuts on the design toolbar:

On a sheet a number of ‘objects’ can be placed, which is for example a graph,

chart, table, etc. The objects are inter-connected, which means that once you

make a selection in one object, this same selection will be reflected in another

object.
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Before we start designing the front-end, let’s add the design toolbar so we can

use some of the shortcuts when designing the front-end.
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Type of objects: Introduction

In QlikView you have many different types of objects, which we will explain in

the following sections. Before we go into these details, we would like to explain

the properties that are similar and irrelevant to the selected object.

How to get started…

You start to create your report or dashboard for the end-user by adding objects to

the sheets in QlikView. These are the typical reports you would like your

audience to view.

By right-clicking, you can select a New Sheet Object, with which you can start to

create the building blocks of your report.
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General Properties

All objects have a general set of properties, which are relatively similar per type

of object. These are explained below. We will go into more detail per object in the

next paragraphs.

Title In the ‘Title’ window a name can be given that will be displayed in
the header of the object. The title can also be used to represent a
calculation (by clicking the ‘…’ button), creating a dynamic title.

Promote Advances a field in the object presentation order
Demote Retreats a field in the object presentation order
Object ID Every sheet object in QlikView automatically gets a unique ID

For the examples below we will use the file you created in the Hello QlikView

chapter. By using this example we will guide you through the properties of the

different objects.
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