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Introduction 

We sometimes suffer from trying to show as much information as 

possible.  In order for us to categorize the information so the users can 

consume the information more easily, the first option you may consider is 

using tabs.   

In this paper, we will talk about the pros and cons about having many 

tabs in QlikView applications, and also what other options we have to 

categorize the information.   

 

  

DEMO 

• Executive Dashboard. In 

this documentation, the 

Executive Dashboard 

application was used as a 

base for some screenshots.   
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Characteristics of using tabs  

 

Tabs are a great way to categorize the information for users, especially for people who are used 

to Microsoft Excel.  You don’t need to explain how tabs work because it is the fundamental 

functionality in the software.  

However, the downside of the tab system in MS Excel is that when you have more tabs than it 

can display in the screen, then you don’t see the rest of them unless you scroll with the icon at 

the bottom-right corner of the sheet.  

How does the tab system work with QlikView?  If you abuse the tab system in QlikView, users 

may get confused or miss some important information that is available for them.  This is why.  

 

• When there are too many tabs, then QlikView wraps the tabs and creates multiple rows 

of tabs in QlikView Desktop.  

 

  

• The point above is a different usability in AJAX client when many tabs exist.  QlikView 

creates buttons to navigate the rest of the tabs that are hidden, just like MS Excel. As 

you can imagine, this can be a risk of users missing some information.  

 

 

In an extreme case, rows of tabs can be as many as the example below.  This is an example with 

1024x768 screen resolution.  As you can see, we are losing the information display real estate for 

the tabs.  It is about 1/3 of the entire real state for tabs.  

 

So the question is “how to solve this situation?”  You have a few options.   
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Create your hierarchy 

Before we go through each option, you need to create a hierarchy in categorization.  For 

example, which tabs can be grouped together?  As an example, let’s say I have the following 

tabs.  

• Dashboard 

• Sales Overview 

• What-if Pricing Analysis 

• Order Details 

• Expenses 

• Receivables 

• Inventory Turns and Values 

• Inventory Profile 

• On Time Delivery 

 

The new categorization can be the following. 

• Dashboard 

• Sales : Sales Overview, What-if Pricing Analysis, Order Details 

• Expenses 

• Receivables 

• Inventory : Inventory Turns and Values, Inventory Profile, On Time Delivery 

 

In this example, I reduced 9 tabs down to 5 by grouping a few tabs together and calling it “Sales”.  

It may not seem such a significant change, but if you are dealing with many tabs to start with, 

then the reduction of the number of tabs is significant.  

Also, this doesn’t mean that we are combining three sheets worth of objects in one sheet one 

after another so people have to scroll to view the all.  You have a few options to solve this.   

Let’s see how you can categorize them in QlikView.  
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Option 1: Container Object 

If you would like to use out-of-box QlikView functionality and make something quick, then using a 

container object is for you.  In this example, Inventory sheet is broken down to Inventory Turns 

and Values, Inventory Profile and On Time Delivery.  Notice that everything is in one sheet called 

Inventory.  
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A container object lets you include multiple objects in each section, so if you have chart objects, 

this may be the option for you.  However, this is used more often to categorize objects rather 

than categorizing information.  If you would like to categorize information more freely, then the 

next option may work better for you.  

 

  



 

QlikView Technical Brief   |   8 

 
 
 

 

Option 2: Sub-tabular system 

 

If you’d like to freely place objects on a sheet and not to fit to the grid system, then this sub-

tabular system may work better for you.  

 

 

 

In Sales Analysis sheet, I have three sub-tabs, Sales Overview, What-if Pricing Analysis and Order Details.  

 

There are a few components that are working together to make this usability.  

1. There are three sheets to support the “Sales Analysis” sheet with three sub-tabs. Working with one sheet 

with all the objects with show condition is not recommended because it is hard to maintain.   

2. Each sub-tab text object has an action to open a respective sheet.  

3. The actions on each sub-tab could be to set a variable vSubTab = 1, 2 or 3 as well as to open the targeted 

sheet.  

4. Each sheet has a show/hide condition with vSubTab variable so that when a new tab is clicked, then the 

respective sheet appears.  This means that only one out of three sheets is displayed at a time.   

5. Make sure to name the tab with the same name, so it looks like users are within the same “sheet” and 

interacting with inner sub-tabs.   



 

QlikView Technical Brief   |   9 

 
 
 

 

Option 3: Pick List using a multi-box 
 

If you have so many tabs that cannot be handled by the first two options, or would like to have 

less maintenance, then this option may be suitable for you by using a multi-box.  

 

When you open the list, you can see all the sheet names.   

 

 

Placing the multi-box at the same location in every sheet will make the usability better.   

 

 

To create this capability, you will create a data island in the script.  It could be an inline statement 

or from a database.  This is an example of an inline statement.  
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View: 

LOAD * INLINE [ 

View 

Dashboard 

Sales Overview 

What-if Pricing Analysis 

Order Details 

Expenses 

Receivables 

Inventory Turns and Values 

Inventory Profile 

On Time Delivery 

];  

 

Then assign the field in a multi-box with an option of “Always one selected”.  Also, it is a good 

idea to use HidePrefix (or HideSuffix) for the sheet field so that the selection of the sheet name 

would not appear in a current selection box (See HidePrefix in QlikView Help).  
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Option 4: Combination of options 
 

When using the multi-box option, be careful about how many sheets you include in the list.  If you 

have, say, 60 tabs in total, then, usability will be low because a user needs to find the tab first 

before getting into analysis.   

In this case, you may create a hierarchy to determine which tabs belong together first.  This is 

the same exercise as the one in Option 2.  If we use the same example, we have 5 parent 

categories, instead of 9; Dashboard, Sales Analysis, Expenses, Receivables and Inventory. 

In this case, you could use a combination of regular tabs and a multi-box within each categorized 

sheet.   
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Or you may use a multi-box as a parent view and then within each sheet, you may have a sub-

tabular system.   

 

 

 

Summary 

In this document, you learned how to utilize tabs, sub-tabular system and multi-box for 

categorizing your sheets so that you can reduce the number of sheets to something anyone can 

handle.  You have also learned how to combine some of the elements together to even more 

organize the information.  The key is to create a system that any users can see, understand and 

use easily.  It also means that where you place these elements or consistency of usability is very 

important.  See more examples on demo.qlikview.com.  
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