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Text file loading resistant to extra CF/LR 

Introduction 
One of the strongest side of QlikView is the build-in powerful ETL layer that allows you to import data from various 

sources.  Sooner or later QlikView developer have to load some old huge unique and extremely valuable ascii file that 

sometimes contains a few odd line feed (LF or \n) or carriage return (CR or \r) symbols. As a result strings are divided 

into subsequent rows. This situation is shown below. 

 

You just can’t load it as delimited file directly into QlikView. The power of ‘transform step’ can’t help here too. 

Nevertheless QlikView can easily handle it with a few tricks. I decide to write a detailed guide as there are pitfalls 

that must be explained carefully. 

Condition 
Usually, the file format is precisely known and the errors can be identified easily and unambiguously described. For 

this particular case the first field should be the number with length of ten. Let’s fix the strings joining the rows with 

appropriate symbol so that we can load the file regularly. 

Concatenation 
The sequence of steps is shown in the figure below. 

 

QlikView allows you to group field values and concatenate them easily, even with the right order. There are Concat() 

aggregation function and ‘group by’ statement for that purpose. 

First of all, we need to load the file, assuming that there is only one field (the entire line), and mark the rows to be 

concatenated. So we load the file as ‘fixed’ and calculate some extras. 
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ConcatRowNo is increased only for ‘right’ strings, otherwise previous value is repeated. This field is equal for lines 

corresponding to one string and is used to group and concatenate the lines properly. 

BaseRowNo is just row number and is used to order the concatenation. 

The resulting ‘Lines’ table is shown below. 

 

Next step is concatenation. We should use the same delimiter as in the source file (‘tab’ symbol in this case). Don’t 

worry about code spelling, it’s right and working. For some reason ‘chr(9)’ breaks  it. 

 

The resulting table is shown below. Although, table box ignore the tab symbols, we can see that 9-th and 10-th lines 

are joined properly. 
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Now we can store the result in a text file and load it regularly using appropriate delimiter symbol… 

 

Result 
… or not. If we could store text files at least without additional quotes, it could be the success. But field values are 

enclosed in quotes as shown below. 

 

We should do some extra work to load and eliminate the unnecessary quotes. The first line with the field name 

‘ConcatString’ should be skipped and the quotes should be ignored to load data as separate fields with correct labels.  
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Then we have to add the code to replace useless quotes. 

 

At least now we have loaded the data correctly. 

 

As a conclusion, QlikView can be effectively used for preprocessing corrupted files. The file was corrected just with 

two simple loads. 
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